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Description: Violence is conventionally perceived as a form of escalation when previous 
attempts to resolve a crisis have failed. Under which circumstances would 
violence however also be conceptualized as a strategy of resilience? This is the 
vantage point for this session’s papers: Through an analysis of historical 
documents, narrative texts, and artifacts, they will explore whether violent 
actions in historical contexts were viewed as an inherent failure or if, conversely, 
violence could be conceptualized and portrayed as a strategy of resilience. Light 
is also shed on modern narrations of violent behaviour in the past. The papers in 
this session will provide insights from different disciplines (Art History, 
Scandinavian and German studies) and draw upon a variety of historical sources 
and contexts to formulate responses to this inquiry.  

Presentations: Charlotte Wenke, Universität Greifswald/Art History: Stained with Blood? 
Viking Age Gold Treasure Finds as Witnesses of Violence in Museum Settings 
of the 19th and Early 20th Centuries  

Josef Juergens, Universität Greifswald/Scandinavian Studies: Gunnar á 
Hlíðarendi: King of the Hillside 

Florian M. Schmid, Universität Greifswald/German Studies: The Forming of 
Acts of Violence: Reflections on the Perspectivised Presentation of Action 
Spaces Conceived as Feminine in Hug Schapler, 1437/1500  

 


