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In 2017, the Competence Center for Teaching Low German was founded at the University of
Greifswald. The aim is the training, advanced training and further education of teachers of the
regional language Low German as well as the development of innovative didactic concepts. In
addition to questions of standardization, research into (1) holistic and (2) digital teaching
methods is the focus of our work (Arendt et al. i.pr.).

On the basis of a sociolinguistically oriented and ecolinguistically inspired approach, we
assume that, in addition to school lessons, a holistically oriented teaching of the regional
language to various New Speakers (Jaffe 2015) with digital support is necessary. In the talk
we want to concentrate on out-of-school educational offers on the basis of webinars for New
Speakers, which have been carried out since 2019. We will address questions of motivation as
well as the appropriateness of didactic materials for heterogeneous groups of learners. The
webinars are also relevant for the teaching of the regional language in schools, because in this
way regional language networks can be set up online and offline in the sense of Communities
of Practice, which can support the teaching in schools. As a possible affinity space
(Hayes/Gee 2010), the Internet can play an important role in language maintenance and
teaching.
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Short version:

On the basis of a sociolinguistically oriented and ecolinguistically inspired approach, the talk
presents webinars on the teaching of Low German. We assume that, in addition to school
lessons, a holistically oriented teaching of the regional language adressing various New
Speakers (Jaffe 2015) with digital support is necessary.



